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Wren Richard Heims became di-
rector. of the Central Intelligence
‘A2:aly in 1965, he knew that the
agsncy’s mail cover program  was
ilegal—or .would be unless, as Mr.

Helms now says he assumed to Be
the case, some form of legality had

baen arranged by Allen U.l!!es, the
Cl A_‘diractor when the program was
tarted in 1953.
That may have been a logical

assumption, but the troubls was thar
Mr.

its validity with Mr, Dulies—*“it vrould

not have occurred to me to fault him
on a matter of law.” Nor, apparently,
did

Mr. Helms check his assumption
nh anyone else wio might have
known: h2 just let the mail cover pro-
gram go forward.

That testimony an st of what
the Senate Ime!"ae Committes has
been hearing abou: A. rnail covers
provide a2 sort of cata .ag ve of the evils
that aliowed the agency to go its own
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_ master practitioners.

H2lms did not bother to check *
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mcally tell a lie, that distorts or con-
ceals or obscures facts while appearing
to be a straightferward respense. The
C.LA. may nrot have ori
tethnique, but oif

its

The Helms testimony
pression what
level—if any—the mail cover
might have been authorized in 1933
or afterward, it was ns: by a Presi-
dent. He thought he recailzd mention-
ing the program to President Johnsen,
more than a deca c‘_ after its incep-
tion, althouah he could not be sura,
But he could not remembder if Presi-

Alyos o
Lilde G

IN THE NATION

[

‘No President has

de. ts Eisenhower or b
old 2bout it by '"-15

ha did not rer

Primself,

You've zoi Lo
from the dirty st
reporiass &
easily be
tico, or Allen Du ios

to leep l}.:: me

aut what d

ticgal "dir:y coead.
And even if t}aq\inoiiva was 1o “"pro-

-
R

Dl

program '

. rions

: .:"_LO“("n” to t'x ¢ Helms tast
) ~ <

At

L
1
L

us

Oy

tect” Presidents, why should they be
nrotect M"’ The highest ty of

Presm’ent is to take care ¢
e faithfully executed, EZ‘.‘.’E no Presi-
2 vight to be insulated from
2 knowledgs that his own sub-
di natvs are deliberately breaking the
b cm should thay 'LSL"" do-
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can, exIzpi to th2
r discussed
with any ol
aressional oversizht commit-
reported.

r. Heims said he 1 ver

e mall cover proorn
<hz Con
1223 to whom he supposzdiy
That can cnly meaan that they didn't
5k him anything, and he volunte eered
¢

hinz. about such important inva-
sions of the privacy and cons:uuunnat
riznis of Americans, and such viola-
of the laws of the vary Gavern-
ament the C.LA. theoretically proiects.
So much for the supposed efficacy of
Congressional oversight, and the will-
nnaneas of the agency to cooperaie
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